"THE RIGHT TOOL
FOR THE JOB."
JAMES 2:1-13

Things to chew on..

LETTER
OUTLINE

practical instructions for an impractical world.

FAITH & TEMPTATIONS 1:1-27
FAITH AT WORK 2:1-5:6
FAITH'S REWARDS 5:7-20

CHAPTER
OUTLINE

James Chapter 2

THE SUBJECT/TOPIC 2:1
A RELEVANT EXAMPLE 2:2-3
WHY IT IS INCOMPATIBLE 2:4-11
COMPATIBLE LIVING 2:12-13

1. What do you suppose might be a good definition of favoritism?
2. Have you ever been hurt by it? Ever been the perpetrator? What
happened?
3. Take a moment and imagine the scenario in James 2:2-3 happened
this evening at Midweek. What did it look like and how do you think we
might have handled it? (Feel free to help students swap the idea of
wealth/poverty with some other "false value" we trade in)
4.What do you suppose James means by evil thoughts in v. 4?
5.In James 2:5-7 do you think he's arguing for a reverse favoritism? (like
honoring and welcoming the poor more than others?)
6. Does James clearly identify favoritism as a sin?
7. James mentions this Royal Law. What is it and how does favoritism
break it?
8. James closes this first half with two big ideas, mercy and judgement.
What are they and how do they connect back to showing favoritism?
(Some ideas for application and connecting scriptures on the back.)

"THE RIGHT TOOL
FOR THE JOB."

Possible applications..

JAMES 2:1-13

Memorization/Meditation: Learn or look at the Beatitudes. Matthew 5:3–12 or Luke 6:20–26. In a
succinct way, these describe the reordering of the world from God’s perspective.
Seek Counsel: If you have been working hard to keep God’s rules, and you’re troubled by this
assertion that breaking even one command makes you a lawbreaker, talk with a pastor or teacher
about this. Ask how to unpack the idea of God’s “mercy.”
Evaluation: Take a moment to evaluate your home church’s response to visitors— How are you all
knocking it out of the park? How are you struggling? What can you do about it?
Serving: How can you do this at school, work or elsewhere? Is there a person or group that isn't
being loved on that you feel like you could step up and step in to love.
Spiritual-Financial Audit: How can your family keep from loving, serving, or trusting in money,
while still being good stewards?
Prayer: Consider offering a prayer of confession, individually or with others. Ask for forgiveness if
you have shown favoritism or God's help to see where you have.

Connecting Scriptures..
15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show
partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great,
but judge your neighbor fairly. (Leviticus 19)
1 “Do not spread false reports. Do not help a
guilty person by being a malicious witness.
2 “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong.
When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not
pervert justice by siding with the crowd, 3 and
do not show favoritism to a poor person in a
lawsuit. (Exodus 23)
17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord
of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who
shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He
defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow,
and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving
them food and clothing. 19 And you are to love
those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were
foreigners in Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10)

Greatest commandment conversation...
Mark 12:28-31 / Matthew 22:34-40
Peter's realization of God's acceptance of
the gentile/favoritism stance: Acts 10:34-43
6 God “will repay each person according to
what they have done.”[a] 7 To those who by
persistence in doing good seek glory, honor
and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8
But for those who are self-seeking and who
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be
wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble
and distress for every human being who
does evil: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for
everyone who does good: first for the Jew,
then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not
show favoritism. (Romans 2)
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